Nova Scotia Education for Sustainable Development Working Group

Project Opportunities: The Natural Step 

The Natural Step (TNS) framework is a science and systems-based approach to organizational planning for sustainability. It provides a practical set of design criteria that can be used to direct social, environmental, and economic actions. The Natural Step framework is now being used internationally by hundreds of organizations, including Fortune 500 companies, government departments, universities, municipalities, and small- and medium-sized businesses in their respective journeys to sustainability. In Atlantic Canada the communities of Wolfville, Nova Scotia and the Halifax Regional Municipality, Nova Scotia are already using the TNS framework to guide a community engagement process and inform waste management strategies.
Vision

The overarching vision of this project is for the Atlantic region as a whole to become a model of environmentally, socially and economically sustainable practices by adopting The Natural Step (TNS) framework as a systemic and overarching model with which to guide the actions and decisions of communities, governments, businesses, and other organizations.

Background

This project has been inspired through several events: a major international conference held in June 2005 called Rethinking Development, a follow-up workshop held in November 2005 called Building Sustainable Development, an introductory TNS workshop in December 2005, a TNS study circle in June 2006, and strategy sessions held in June and July, 2006. As interest and momentum in sustainable development continues to grow, Genuine Progress Index Atlantic (GPI Atlantic), the Nova Scotia Environmental Network (NSEN) and the Nova Scotia Education for Sustainable Development Working Group (NSESDWG) are facilitating follow-up projects.

Upcoming Plans and Projects

On Friday, September 22, Dr. Karl-Henrik Robèrt, founder of The Natural Step, will visit Halifax for a public luncheon and lecture; a post-luncheon networking session for individuals, communities, and organizations will follow to discuss strategies for sustainability in their specific areas. On October 27th and 28th, individuals and organizations interested in The Natural Step framework and those committed to or considering becoming part of The Natural Step early adopters process are invited to participate in an intensive two-day workshop to receive training in the framework and explore the practical applications of TNS.

Early Adopters 

Early Adopters are respected and representative businesses, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and/or communities that make the commitment to provide leadership by introducing and using The Natural Step Framework in their respective organizations. These early adopters serve as examples and help to build capacity by demonstrating the viability, benefits, and cost-effectiveness of implementing sustainable practices using The Natural Step framework to guide sustainability planning. An Atlantic-region early adopter network and training program is envisioned for launch in late 2006 or early 2007.

How you can become involved

Already, this project has engaged leaders in business, all levels of government, NGOs, members of the public and of the scientific, and academic communities, and youth from the four Atlantic Provinces. If you are interested in becoming involved, please contact Clare Levin, GPI Atlantic Managing Director, at 902-489-2524 or clevin@gpiatlantic.org.
