Nova Scotia Education for Sustainable Development Working Group

Project Opportunities: The Ecological Footprint 
The Ecological Footprint is a resource management tool that measures how much land and water area a human population requires to produce the resources it consumes and to absorb its wastes under prevailing technology. By measuring the Ecological Footprint of a population (an individual, a school, a city, a nation, or all of humanity) we can assess our ecological overshoot, which helps us manage our ecological assets more carefully. Ecological Footprints enable people to take personal and collective actions in support of a world where humanity lives within the means of one planet (“Ecological Footprint: Overview” Global Footprint Network, http://www.footprintnetwork.org/).

Vision

The overarching vision of this project is to increase environmental literacy about the ecological footprint and how it can be used as a tool for measuring one’s impact on the planet. 

Background

The Nova Scotia Ecological Footprint report, published by Genuine Progress Index Atlantic in 2001, attracted considerable interest from the public and from educators in Nova Scotia.  After the release of this report and a presentation made to the Nova Scotia Science Teachers Association, a two page summary from GPI Atlantic was drafted for the Nova Scotia Department of Education. 

As interest and momentum in sustainable development continues to grow, Genuine Progress Index Atlantic (GPI Atlantic), the Nova Scotia Environmental Network (NSEN) and the Nova Scotia Education for Sustainable Development Working Group (NSESDWG) are facilitating follow-up projects.

Upcoming Plans and Projects

Pilot schools involved in the development phase of The Ecological Footprint as a measurement tool for school buildings will provide a rigorous and standardized way for schools not only to measure their demand on resources over time, but also to engage in planning based on the current use of resources, to measure progress towards sustainability goals, and to compare results with other schools.  
Complementary high school Ecological Footprint pilot leadership programs will empower high school aged youth to be further engaged in the environment and their communities by acting as mentors or “eco-buddies” for elementary aged students. The high school youth will gain valuable leadership skills while deepening their understanding of what the ecological footprint is and how to use it as a tool to inspire action in one’s school, community, house-hold and personal lives.
How you can become involved

Already, this project has attracted attention from educators and building system technologists. If you are interested in using the ecological footprint as a planning tool for facilities management in schools, please contact Rhea Dawn Mahar, School Ground Greening Consultant at 902-424-3107 or maharrd@gov.ns.ca.  If you are interested in the using the ecological footprint in the classroom, please contact Myriam Hammami, Sierra Club of Canada Atlantic Chapter, Education Program Coordinator at 902-444-3113 or myriamh@sierraclub.ca.  
